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‘the probe was halted. abruptly in 1963,: 
pre sumably. ‘on: orders from, Washington. : 
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The Rockefeller Commission investi: 
gating the CLA has been, given, informa- 
tion allegedly linking the unsolved 1963 
slaying of Clevelander Mervin: Gold with - 


‘Mafia involvement in the OIA’s phartiye 


Bay of Pigs i invasion of Cuba... 
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“now maintains that the only thing in the 
“four large envelopes was the affidavit, 
“which alleged that Alex (Shondor) Birns 
“had ae stolen Canadian securities to 
7 his 


© > (Birns, who was the prime suspect in 


FS [tie Gold murder case, died last Mar..29 
; “| tne the fiery explosion. of bis Lincoln . 


“a suolouna for: the: commission: told; =Céhtinental in the Barking. lot of.a West © 


The Press that 2 Clevelander. has turned... 
over information that is now in the. 
hands of: the staff. But he declined ta 


may take on: the: information: 


The Clevelander, who was involved in 
the original murder investigation, insists. 


The informant. says a Mafia-CLA con: | 
nection may have been. outlined in- 
papers turned over to the FBI on the 
day Gold’s battered body. was found 


' stuffed in the-trunk of his ¢ ear 
ely road in Solen..- ian 


|Sside par.) 
1S o7 tasked at the coroner's ee if she. 


Mad. ever inquired of her husband asto 
comment on what action the commission:.. * 


“what. was in the envelopes, Mrs. Gold - 
Sanswered; “He told: me it was Hees 
“shat I didn’t know? 


~ Authorities later found a fape record- 
ing of a call between Gold and Birnsin 
“which Gold said he had a 23-page single- 
“spaced statement that ueeeeed to tell 
wait and to name names. 5 ss 


‘This statement oa never-was | 
Sie by authorities. The Clevelander re~. 


a Ytportedly has told the commissiom that 
iY ; he once was told that the statement was, 


“tin fact, in the four’ enrelene. eet ta 


Months. péfore ne was . slain’ Gold told, a the FBI 


- his wife Lily that he had several ene 
velopes hidden’ in the overhead.“crawl: 
space in the: ‘Barage ¢ of ner Pepper. Pike 


. home, 


“TET eave “some night’ aid ‘don't: come. 
back,. give these envelopes to: the US. 


* Attorney,” Gold told her... 7 


On July 8. 1963, the ‘day Gold’s body 


: He maintains he- was told later that - 
the investigation was halted on orders 
from Washinzton-because of allegations 


7} Tin the statement that would have been 
sdamaging to the Kennedy 


‘Administration. 


{= “This is the scenario: jo provided te The 


Press by the Clevelander: de 


~Bistant Us “attorney ere cae 


"aS much as a million dollars or more. . 


was found, his-wife turned over four: 12-, = In 1959 and 1960, there was a series 


by-15-inch envelopes to two FBI agents,| “of thefts of negotiable securities in. 
ie ele them to the U. S. cata al ‘Canada, amounting to more than $8 mil- 
ice here : 


The late Merle eae : “5. | ‘Mafia. : 
attorney at the time, told newsmen- that * The purpose of- the iets reportedly 
a two-page affidavit was: a ‘the | cwas to generate cash to be given to the 
papers.” se re I “CIA to be used to help finance an inva- 

Bernard: Stuplinski who was the.as|{$ sion of Cuba. - 

a = As early as the. abrine ‘of. 1939, it is- 
-known. that then-Vice President Richard 
“M. Nixon was urging CIA intervention 
sin Cuba. with toe PuEB OSE: of overthrow- | 
sing Fidel Castro. 2 


“In the spring of “1960. “Piedaant 
“Dwight D. Eiseghower approved a $13 
“inillion budget for the: ScEeenee that 


pnt 


| lion rear ars arranged by the © 


P- Wu ey ales, Koy 


FG Sosy ee 


was tater. to become the ill-fated Bay of 
Pigs invasion during the early. months 
sof the Kennedy Administration. 


Organized crime leaders allegedly ap- 
proached CIA agents to offer additional 
funds for.a successtul avertnrow of the 
Castro government. In ‘addition, Cuban 
gangsters would also be enlisted to aid 
in internal insurgence. 


tn ‘return, : ‘once Cuba was again in 
” friendly hands, o organized crime would 


_ be given the green light to run again. its 


lucrative vice operations in Havana, in- 
cluding gambling, Parennss and 
Pee : : 


‘The ‘stolen securities ceoodedly were 
eee to-various areas around the 
United States to be converted into cash. 
Gold reportedly came into possession a 
a quantity of the stolen bonds, perhaps 


Only; instead, of following. instruc: 
tions, Gold may “have tried. to keep the 
lion’s share of the funds and then. skip- 
ped the country.to Israel when it 
became known what he had done. < 


When he reurned from Israel, he was 


’ a@marked man — in two ways. 


He knew 06. much and had to be 
eliminated. But first, those he betrhyed 
wanted to find where he had stashed the 


bonds and cash.. me 
That could explain why he was beaten\ 


and tortured before being killed. 


' And, the alleged CIA-Mafia involve- 


' ment also could explain why an interi- 


sive.murder investigation suddenly 
stopped before al} leads were exhausted. 


lf the envelones did contain such 
information, they would: probably have 
had to make their way directly to then- 
Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy. 


At that time, the Bay of Pigs fiasco 
was a major biot on the Kennedy 
record. If it also became known that the. 
CIA was dealing with organized crime 
it would have heen catastrophic for that 
Administration.. : “ 


An obvious- deci sion. wou uid ‘have been, 
that one more unsolved murder would 
be a small price for keeping such ne- 
gotiations secret. 


Gold, frrervin 
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